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College Entrance Exams as Double-edged Sword

Iwao Sasada

Tokyo Gakugei University Senior High School Oizumi Campus

[1] A WIDE PERCEPTION GAP between secondary school teachers and college teachers concerning
the goals of English-language education and the preferable nature of college entrance exams became
apparent to me.

For example, college teachers seem to welcome the introduction of listening test into the “senta-
tesuto” as a big push to encourage oral-communication in secondary schools. However, I predict it will
cause more harm than good: it is not worth the huge cost and the big fuss. Every year almost 500,000
examinees will be forced to buy 2000-yen throw-away head-sets, which amounts to 1 billion yen per

year!

[2] EXAMS THAT REALLY HELP

The teacher and the students get together in the classroom to share different viewpoints; this is what
activates their thinking, which is the foundation of oral communication. “Talking without thinking” is
not what we aim at in the classroom.

Through my classroom experiences I have found those exams that fulfill the following criteria
extremely helpful to create active, multi-directional oral communication;
1) Simulation of real-life problem-solving
2) Forcing students to look at any problem from different perspectives

3) Questions that have no right or wrong answer.

[3] ONE EXAMPLE
0O00d0 “Japan is rapidly becoming an aging society. What do you think we can learn from
elderly people? What positive contributions can elderly people make to our lives? What do you think is

the role of elderly people in society?”

When I first asked my students how we could solve the problem of aging society, their reactions
were; “Get rid of the useless elderly.”, “Just kill them.” or “I will emigrate to America.”, etc. This exam
question provided them with a chance to look at the problem from a totally new viewpoint; the elderly
can be an asset rather than a burden to society. This led to an exciting discussion, and helped them to
write creative essays.

DISCUSSIONS AND DEBATING ARE MOST APPRECIATED IN WRITING CLASSES.

[4] “REVERSE BACKWASH EFFECT”

Colleges examine applicants by entrance exams, and vice versa. The quality of entrance exam
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functions as an important measure of how much the college cares about education. “Don’t go to a

college that gives stupid entrance exams.”
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